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PREFACE
Reformation Doctrine
If you have this study in your hands, I trust it’s because you think doctrine matters. Maybe
you’re not even completely sure what doctrine is, but you've heard it’s important and you want
to know what you don’t know. Me, too!

What is Doctrine, Anyway?
Let’s start with a definition. Doctrine is simply a system of teachings on a particular subject
that is usually religious in nature. Christian doctrine is, at its core, the way we come to more
fully understand the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the whole Word of God. Which is precisely our
goal as we set out to study Reformation doctrine. The Reformation describes the attempt that
was made in the early 16th century to reform the Catholic church, and while the Catholic
church did reform as a result of the Reformation, it did not change what most desperately
needed to be changed. It did not place itself under the authority of Scripture alone. It did not
recalibrate its understanding of faith as a free gift by which we are declared righteous on the
basis of Christ’s righteousness. But even as the Catholic church rejected the Reformation, it
couldn’t prevent the re-forming and re-shaping that happened to common people far and
wide as a result of coming in contact with the Good News of Jesus found in the Scriptures. In
other words, the ancient doctrine they discovered changed them from the inside out.
This led to a break with the Catholic church and to the development of Protestantism. What
word do you see at the core of Protestant? Protestants were named because of their protest of
the Catholic church and its doctrine. As Baptists, we trace our roots directly to the
Reformation, and much more importantly, to God’s Word and Christ himself.

Unleashing The River
500 years ago, a monk named Martin Luther, nailed a document he wrote called the 95 Theses
to the door of the Wittenberg Castle in Germany. It catalogued some deep concerns he had
regarding how the leaders of the Catholic Church, of which he was a committed part, were
selling indulgences for the remittance of sin. No thunderbolts went off; no shots were fired.
And yet, it was the breaking of a dam. Huldrych Zwingli said, “Do not put yourselves at odds
with the Word of God. For truly, truly it will persist as the Rhine follows its course. One can
perhaps dam it up for a while, but it is impossible to stop it.”
Hundreds of years of pressure and weight were beginning to break through the now rickety
structure holding back the water of the clear Word of God. Even now, we’re carried along by
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the streams of living water that flowed out through the Reformation, coming from their
source, Jesus Christ.
To understand the Reformation requires an understanding of the times that came before it,
the religious climate, and the technological happenings of the day, but most importantly it
requires an understanding of the Scriptures that watered the dry and parched medieval
desert. We must understand why the Bible was such Good News!
This study isn’t mainly a study of history, but we will necessarily acquaint ourselves with it. It
isn’t even a study of doctrine for its own sake. Rather, it is a study of the Scriptures that shaped,
undergirded, and inspired the doctrines that were born out of that historical time we call the
Reformation. It is a study of the God who spoke those Scriptures and was behind it all.

Semper Reformada
One of the popular slogans of the Reformation was semper reformada, which means “always
reforming,” or “always being reformed.” What the reformers understood was that the
reforming agent was God speaking through the Scriptures. We don’t reform ourselves, but
rather we are submitted to God in his holy Word and we must always allow the Scriptures to
inform and reform both our doctrine and our very selves.
What’s remarkable is how generation after generation have studied the Scriptures and
examined and re-examined the doctrines of the Reformation in the Scripture’s light and come
to the same or very similar conclusions as the reformers did regarding what the Bible says and
about the implications of the Gospel. What confidence we can have in our Bibles! What
confidence we can have in our God who speaks! He never changes and he’s still speaking
today.
J.I. Packer said, “Doctrine is first and foremost the truth that God himself has told us in the
Scriptures.” Amen. Let’s listen to our God alongside the reformers who’ve gone before.

What to Expect and What’s Expected
This Bible study is ten weeks long. There are five days of homework for each week. The
homework involves inductively studying one or two texts from Scripture that undergird the
doctrine we are focusing on for that week (I have chosen one or two texts for each week—
those texts are by no means exhaustive of all the Bible says on each doctrine; they are a taste).
Inductive Bible study is a simple method of studying that identifies repeated or key words and
phrases in a passage. The homework also involves reading corresponding chapters from the
book Why the Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester. You’ll notice at the end of each
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day is a “For Further Study” section that gives you an optional biographical reading and a link
to a free pdf of the book that contains the reading.
What’s expected of you is that you engage as a someone who is under the Word of God, not
over it. I don’t expect perfectly finished homework, I don’t expect perfect attendance, even
though those are really good things that will serve you and I’m hoping you strive to be as
faithful in this endeavor as your time and life allow. I do expect that we come under God’s
Word together as learners and listeners, gracious with the sisters around us, and willing to give
ourselves fully to it as doers, not only hearers.
My prayer is that you will finish this study, not as a master of the material, but as one who is
being mastered by it.
In Christ with you,
Abigail
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Week One: INTRODUCTION
Historical Overview
The Ways We Study the Bible:

Are Topical Studies Valuable? Is This A *Real* Bible Study?
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Pre-Reformation Timeline:
From Christ to the Reformers

The History of the Church

382: Jerome begins
translating the
Bible into “vulgar
Latin” producing
the Latin Vulgate.

A.D. 33: Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Christ.
Pentecost.

A.D. 90s: Completion
of the New Testament
Writings

A.D. 1-100

100-300

313:
Constantine’s
Edict of Milan
makes
Christianity legal.
325: Council of
Nicea convenes
declaring Christ
is, “begotten, not
made..”

300-500

1095: Pope Urban II
calls for first
crusades in effort to
regain Holy Land.

1266-73: Thomas
Aquinas writes his
great work of
systematic Theology:
Summa Theologiae.

431:
At Ephesus, Pope Leo I delivers his
'Tome', defending orthodox
Christian belief. Leo also asserts
Papal supremacy.

1054: The Great East/West Schism occurs, dividing
church into Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic.

500-700

700-900

900-1100

—500 Classical Antiquity
500-1500 The Middle Ages, Medieval Period or Dark Ages. This time period is often divided up into the Early, High
and Late Middle Ages. It stretches from the fall of the Roman Empire to the Reformation.
1300s-1600s The Renaissance, marked by humanism rather than scholasticism, and leading to the Early Modern Time
period. Humanism was often a friend of Christianity, yet revived the words of Protagoras, “Man is the measure of all
things.”

Were the Middle Ages Really Dark?

The Prison of Latin

The Vulgate: Not Vulgar Enough

1
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1100-1300

1300-1500

Reformation Timeline:

Post Tenebras Lux

DATE RANGE

After Darkness, Light

1320s-1384: John Wycliffe,
the morning star of the
Reformation, translated the Latin
Vulgate in to middle English,
criticized the papacy and
corruption of the Church.

1369: Jan Huss, a
Czech, is born. A
priest turned tireless
reformer, he criticized
the church and was
martyred in 1415.

1453:
Constantinople
falls to the Turks
reigniting the study
of Greek language
in the West.

Mid 1400s:
Lorenzo Valla’s
textual criticism
and philology
expose errors in
Latin Vulgate and
uncover forgeries
in RC historical
documents.

1536: Calvin’s Institutes published in
Latin. He serves as pastor in Geneva.
1516: Erasmus publishes Novum
Instrumentum, first Greek New
Testament.
1522: Luther publishes
NT in German.

1517: Valla’s case
against the Donation of
Constantine is published.

1517: Martin Luther nails his 95 Theses
to the Wittenberg Door

1539: The Great
Bible authorized by
King Henry VIII,
using Tyndale’s
translation and
Latin/German texts.

1300-1700

1678: Puritan John Bunyan
publishes The Pilgrim’s Progress,
a Christian allegory, translated
into more than 200 languages
and never out of print.

1611: King James
Bible is published
as the authorized
1560: The Geneva
version for the
Bible is published
Church of
1620: The
using chapter and
England.
Mayflower,
verse divisions.
filled with
English
Puritans,
sails to the
New World.
1520s-30s: Zwingli leads the Swiss Reformation.

1526: William
Tyndale’s NT
is published
in English
from the
Greek.
Martyred in
1536.

1525: Anabaptists emerge amid persecution.

1300-1350

1350-1400

1400-1450

Current Happenings:
1304 Petrarch is born, Renaissance begins
1300 Medieval compass invented
1300 First recipes for gunpowder in Europe
1436 John Gutenberg invents the printing press
1455 Gutenberg Bible printed
1492 Columbus reaches Americas

1450-1500

1500—

—1550

1550-1600

1600-1650

1650-1700

Church and Politics:
1524-25 The German Peasant’s War quelled by aristocracy.
1534 Henry VIII becomes head of Church of England as well as King of England in an Act of Supremacy.
1545 Council of Trent by the Catholics led to repudiation of Protestantism while clarifying and reforming their
doctrine.
1549 Book of Common Prayer published for use in Church of England.
1555 Peace of Augsburg grants Lutherans peaceful existence in the Holy Roman Empire.
1563 39 Articles are published by Church of England summarizing their doctrine.
1598 Edict of Nantes gives French protestants toleration by Henry IV; later revoked in 1685.
1618 Synod of Dort held by Dutch Reformed Church to discuss Arminian view; 5 points of Calvinism are upheld.
1618-1648 Thirty Years’ War, deadliest European Religious war.

Post Tenebras Lux

Ad Fontes!
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The Temporal Reasons Behind the Reformation

The Real Reason
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Post Reformation Church

Embarrassing Relatives or Vital Brothers in Christ?
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Notes:
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Small Group Discussion
Week One: INTRODUCTION
1. Take some time introducing yourselves. Why did you sign up for this study? What are you
hoping to get out of it?
2. What prior experience or knowledge do you have of the Reformation?
3. Put yourselves in the shoes of the common folk of the medieval time period who went
from zero ability to know or understand the Scriptures for themselves to full access to
them. If that was your experience, how would that change the value you place on the
Bible?
4. Do you find God’s Word boring or hard to read? How have you gotten past a misguided
attitude toward God’s Word in the past?
5. Pray for one another to rightly value the things that are valuable, like God’s Word and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank him for our brothers, the reformers, and their example and
love for God and his Word. Ask that your love for God would deepen, that your enthusiasm
for his Word would grow, and that your affection for his people would expand through the
course of this study.
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Week Two: JUSTIFICATION
Romans 1:16-17; 3:21-31

DAY ONE
1. Read Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 3: 21-31. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 23-26 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For FurtherStudy
4. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on Augustine from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

DAY TWO
1. Read Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 3: 21-31. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Look up the following words in an English or Greek dictionary or thesaurus:
gospel:
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righteousness:

3. To whom does the gospel apply according Romans 1:16? Is anyone excluded?

4. How is God’s righteousness revealed?

5. Read pages 27-28 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further

Study

6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on Augustine from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

DAY THREE
1. Read Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 3: 21-31. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.

!15

2. What does “from faith, for faith…” mean in Romans 1:17?

3. Read Habakkuk 2:4, where Paul is quoting from in Romans 1:17. What is the meaning of
the phrase, “The righteous shall live by faith”?

4. Write your own paraphrase of Romans 1:16-17 below.

5. Read pages 29-32 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on Augustine from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]
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DAY FOUR
1. Read Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 3: 21-31. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Look up the following words in an English or Greek dictionary or thesaurus:
redemption:

propitiation:

3. According to Romans 3:21-24, how is the righteousness of God shown or manifested to
us?
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4. According to Romans 3:24-26, how are we justified before God? How does he remain just
while justifying us?

5. Read pages 33-35 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further

Study

6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on Augustine from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

DAY FIVE
1. Read Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 3: 21-31. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. According to Romans 3:27-28, why is our boasting excluded?
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3. How does God’s acceptance of the Gentiles help to show us that we are justified by faith
and not by works of the law?

4. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

5. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?
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6. Read pages 36-38 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
7. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on Augustine from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Two: JUSTIFICATION
1. Describe “the righteousness of God.” Is God’s righteousness good news to you? Why or
why not?
2. What is the basis of our justification before God?
3. On page 31 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, Luther’s understanding of the Christian
life was described as, “always righteous (in status) and always sinful (in lifestyle).” What do
you think he means? How does sanctification fit with this?
4. Do you ever try to use your good works as part of why you are justified before God? Who
gets the glory when we do this?
5. Share something you learned about God this week that didn’t know before or had
forgotten. How will knowing this truth about God change how you live?
6. Pray for one another to walk by faith and receive the free gift of the grace of God through
Jesus Christ. Praise God for the good news of his righteousness and his justification of
sinners because of the blood of his Son.
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TEXTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION
Romans 1:16-17 (ESV)
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 3:21-31 (ESV)
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law
and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was
to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the
one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works?
No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the
law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,
since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through
faith. Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold
the law.
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Week Three: SCRIPTURE
Matthew 9:1-8; 2 Timothy 3:14-17
DAY ONE
1. Read Matthew 9:1-8 and 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 39-44 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read Chapter 2, Sacred Study: Martin Luther and the External Word from The
Legacy of Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-ofsovereign-joy]

DAY TWO
1. Read Matthew 9:1-8 and 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. How would you describe the way Jesus speaks in Matthew 9:2? Why would it have been
surprising to his listeners?
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3. What is it about what Jesus said that causes the scribes to say that he is blaspheming?

4. In the beginning of verse 4 of Matthew 9, what do you observe about Jesus? What does
this suggest about him?

5. Read pages 45-49 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapter 2, Sacred Study: Martin Luther and the External Word from The
Legacy of Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-ofsovereign-joy]

DAY THREE
1. Read Matthew 9:1-8 and 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
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2. What do Jesus’ words in Matthew 9:5 tell us about the purpose behind his healing
ministry?

3. What does Jesus prove to them in Matthew 9:6-8?

4. What does Jesus’ authority tell us about him in relation to God the Father?

5. Read pages 50-54 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapter 2, Sacred Study: Martin Luther and the External Word from The
Legacy of Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-ofsovereign-joy]
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DAY FOUR
1. Read Matthew 9:1-8 and 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Look up 2 Timothy 1:5. Who taught Timothy the Christian faith?

3. What are the “sacred writings” Paul refers to in 2 Timothy 3:15 and what are they able to
do?

4. Read pages 55-61 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
5. This week read Chapter 2, Sacred Study: Martin Luther and the External Word from The
Legacy of Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-ofsovereign-joy]

DAY FIVE
1. Read Matthew 9:1-8 and 2 Timothy 3:14-17. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
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2. Where does all Scripture come from according to 2 Timothy 3:16? What are the
implications of that in regard to the Scriptures?

3. 2 Timothy 3: 16 lists all the things that Scripture is profitable for. Write a definition or a
synonym next to each word or phrase to help refresh this list in your mind.
teaching

reproof

correction

training in righteousness

4. What is the goal of Scripture according to 2 Timothy 3:17?
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5. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

6. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?

7. Read pages 62-66 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
8. This week read Chapter 2, Sacred Study: Martin Luther and the External Word from The
Legacy of Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-ofsovereign-joy]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Three: SCRIPTURE
1. What human voices have authority in your life? How much authority does the Scripture
have in your life? What’s the proof?
2. A high view of Scripture means that you think the Scripture are very important and true;
high Scriptural literacy means that you’ve read and understand what is in the Scriptures.
Place yourself on this table below. How can you move toward having both a high view of
the Scriptures and high Scriptural literacy? What are some consequences of being in the
other boxes?
High View of Scripture/
Low Scriptural Literacy

High View of Scripture/
High Scriptural Literacy

Low View of Scripture/
Low Scriptural Literacy

Low View of Scripture/
High Scriptural Literacy

3. On page 47 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, Calvin says, “…the papists…believe that
the church cannot be the pillar of truth unless she presides over the Word of God. We
assert that it is because she reverently subjects herself to the Word of God that the truth is
preserved by her…” In what ways might you be tempted to preside over the Scriptures for
your own purposes, rather than for the purposes God tells us his Word is for?
4. Pray for one another to have a renewed desire for the truth of God’s Word to shape and
change us. Praise God that his Word is able to make us wise for salvation through Jesus
Christ.
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TEXTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF SCRIPTURE

Matthew 9:1-8 (ESV)
And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. And behold, some people
brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said to
themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you
think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he
then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” And he rose and went home.
When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such
authority to men.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (ESV)
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.
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Week Four: SIN
Romans 5:12-21
DAY ONE
1. Read Romans 5:12-21. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read in pages 67-69 Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read Chapter 3 on John Calvin and the Conclusion from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

DAY TWO
1. Read Romans 5:12-21. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Write down a list of observations or facts about sin from Romans 5:12-13.
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3. How does the end of verse 12 undermine our tendency to blame Adam for our sinning?

4. Explain the contrast between verse 13 and 14 of chapter 5. Why does Paul start verse 14
with “Yet…”

5. Read in pages 70-72 Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapter 3 on John Calvin and the Conclusion from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy

DAY THREE
1. Read Romans 5:12-21. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
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2. According to Romans 5: 14, Adam is a type of Christ. A type is a symbolic figure. In what
way is this true? What do Adam and Christ have in common?

3. In Romans 5:15-21, what are the results of “the trespass” of Adam?

4. What are the results of the “free gift” of Jesus?
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5. Read in pages 73-75 Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapter 3 on John Calvin and the Conclusion from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

DAY FOUR
1. Read Romans 5:12-21. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Look over everything our passage says about death. Is death natural or good? Why or why
not?

3. In Romans 5:18-19, we see that the “free gift” required something. What did it require in
order to be free?
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4. Write the antonym (opposite) to the following words as found in our passage.
trespass/sin
condemnation
law
death
disobedience
5. Read in pages 76-77 Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapter 3 on John Calvin and the Conclusion from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

DAY FIVE
1. Read Romans 5:12-21. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. In Romans 5:20, what is the law doing to sin?
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3. Read Romans 7:7-14. Explain why the law is good and what its role is in showing sin.

4. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

5. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?
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6. Read in pages 78-79 Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
7. This week read Chapter 3 on John Calvin and the Conclusion from The Legacy of
Sovereign Joy by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-legacy-of-sovereign-joy]

!37

Small Group Discussion
Week Four: SIN
1. Why is the doctrine of sin important? What does our culture want us to believe about sin?
2. Do you find it hard to live like this is true? Are you tempted to believe that people are
basically good or to avoid the distastefulness of talking about or dealing with sin?
3. When we read that it is because of Adam’s trespass that we are all born to sin, how does
this grate against our American ideals?
4. On page 78 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, we learn that Zwingli thought the heart of
sin was idolatry and Luther said, “The worst sin is not to accept the Word.” What do you
think the Bible teaches is the root of sin?
5. How has your understanding of the law changed or grown this week?
6. Pray for one another to be the kind of people who take sin seriously. Ask God to help you
see the glorious path from acknowledging our sinfulness to receiving the free gift of
righteousness through Jesus Christ.
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TEXT ON THE DOCTRINE OF SIN
Romans 5:12-21 (ESV)
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the world before the law
was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the
one who was to come.

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ
abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through
that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads
to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made
sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous. Now the law came in
to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin
reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Week Five: GRACE
Ephesians 2:1-10
DAY ONE
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so
that you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 81-83 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on William Tyndale from Filling Up the
Afflictions of Christ by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/filling-up-theafflictions-of-christ]

DAY TWO
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so
that you understand the context.
2. Ephesians 2:1-3 is a review of the doctrine of sin. List all the phrases that describe us
before we receive the free gift of salvation.
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3. In verse 4 of chapter two, we see a small but mighty phrase, “But God.” What do you notice
about who is doing the acting in the preceding verses describing sinfulness and who is
doing the acting in the following verses that describe grace?

4. According to Ephesians 2:4, what is the “why” behind God’s acting?

5. Read pages 84-87 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on William Tyndale from Filling Up the
Afflictions of Christ by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/filling-up-theafflictions-of-christ]
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DAY THREE
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so
that you understand the context.
2. What did we bring to the table of our salvation according to verse 5 and 8-9?

3. Write a definition for “grace” below based on clues in this passage and without looking at
a dictionary.
grace:

4. Verse 5 contains this interlude, “—by grace you have been saved—”. Explain the link
between grace and salvation.
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5. Read pages 88-90 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on William Tyndale from Filling Up the
Afflictions of Christ by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/filling-up-theafflictions-of-christ]

DAY FOUR
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so
that you understand the context.
2. Describe the actions God took in regard to us, according to Ephesians 2:5-6.

3. According to verse 7, why did he do all those things?
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4. What does this mean about the future for Christians? What doesn’t it mean?

5. Read pages 91-93 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on William Tyndale from Filling Up the
Afflictions of Christ by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/filling-up-theafflictions-of-christ]

DAY FIVE
1. Read Ephesians 2:1-10. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so
that you understand the context.
2. Look up the following passages and describe the role of faith in each one.
Ephesians 2:8-9

Romans 5:1-2

Galatians 2:20-21
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Hebrews 11:1-3

Hebrews 12:1-2

3. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that rather than working to earn things for ourselves, we are
actually the result of God’s work, “his workmanship.” Since God did the work of saving us
and of preparing our good works in Christ Jesus, this means even our “good works” are of
grace. Spend some time confessing the sin of thinking your good works are your own.
Praise God for the free gift of good works prepared for you.
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4. Look up Romans 6:1-2. What is another wrong conclusion we could come to regarding
our understanding of grace?

5. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

6. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?
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7. Read pages 94-95 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
8. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on William Tyndale from Filling Up the
Afflictions of Christ by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/filling-up-theafflictions-of-christ]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Five: GRACE
1. What are some ways that grace gets misunderstood in our culture? Have you ever
misunderstood it and how did you come to understand it properly?
2. Does grace exist apart from Jesus Christ? Have you ever tried to obtain grace apart from
Jesus?
3. On page 89 of Why the Reformation Still Matters it says that, for the reformers, “…grace was
not a “thing” at all; it is the personal kindness of God by which he does not merely enable
us but actually rescues and freely gives us himself.” Do you tend to think of grace as a
“thing” on its own?
4. Erasmus criticized the Lutherans for wanting to be wealthy and live however they wanted.
This was the opposite of what Luther saw as the result of receiving the grace that comes
through Christ. Why is Erasmus’s criticism so sticky for us? Why do we fall into the trap of
licentiousness?
5. How does knowing that our good works are actually a work of God free you both to rest
and to work harder?
6. Pray for one another to both rest and work in the grace of God through Jesus Christ.
Thank God for his gracious nature and his undeserved love. Ask him for more gracious
power to live righteously in Christ Jesus.
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TEXTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE
Ephesians 2:1-10 (ESV)
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the
sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying
out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of
mankind.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved
—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.
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Week Six: THE CROSS
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
DAY ONE
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses
so that you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 97-100 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on John Bunyan from The Hidden Smile of
God by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-hidden-smile-of-god]

DAY TWO
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses
so that you understand the context.
2. Explain what you think Paul means by the “cross” in 1 Corinthians 1:18. Use study notes
or a commentary if necessary.
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3. Why would the cross be considered folly?

4. How is the cross the power of God?

5. In 1 Corinthians 1:19-20, Paul is quoting OT passages. Look up the passages below and
describe God’s plan for those who are considered wise apart from him.
Isaiah 29:14

Job 5:12-13

Jeremiah 8:9

Matthew 11:25
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6. Read pages 101-103 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
7. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on John Bunyan from The Hidden Smile of
God by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-hidden-smile-of-god]

DAY THREE
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses
so that you understand the context.
2. What is the point of Paul’s rhetorical questions in 1 Corinthians 1:20?

3. If the world can’t know God through wisdom, how can it know God? Show from the
passage.
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4. Jews sought power as the means to God. See Matthew 16:1-4 and Mark 8:11-12. Greeks
sought wisdom as the means to God. See Acts 17:21 and Romans 1:14.What is the actual
means to God?

5. Read pages 104-105 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on John Bunyan from The Hidden Smile of
God by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-hidden-smile-of-god]

DAY FOUR
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses
so that you understand the context.
2. How does Paul contrast human wisdom and human strength with God in verse 25?
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3. What kind of people does God call? Why does he do it this way according to 1
Corinthians 1:26-29?

4. In this arrangement, who gets the glory?

5. Read pages 106-110 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on John Bunyan from The Hidden Smile of
God by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-hidden-smile-of-god]

DAY FIVE
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses
so that you understand the context.
2. Read the following OT prophecies. What’s the point of their prophecy?
1 Samuel 2:3-8

Isaiah 61:1-3
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3. In 1 Corinthians 1:30, it says, “And because of him you are in Christ Jesus…” Who does
“him” refer to? Why is this good news?

4. What is Christ Jesus for us according to verse 30?

5. Why did God do it that way according to verse 31?

6. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?
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7. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?

8. Read pages 111-113 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
9. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on John Bunyan from The Hidden Smile of
God by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-hidden-smile-of-god]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Six: THE CROSS
1. Describe the theology of the cross versus the theology of glory in your own words. Was this
a new concept to you?
2. Do you tend to think of yourself as put together or self sufficient or wise? Do you think
this brings you closer to God or pushes you away from him?
3. Does your desire for or attainment of self-glory ever tempt you to despise your need for
the cross? Do you seek glory in other people (famous pastors, online celebrities, popular
friends, amazing kids) rather than boasting in God?
4. Luther gave three rules for studying theology on page 103 of Why the Reformation Still
Matters, “prayer, meditation, trials.” How have trials put God’s truth more deeply into your
heart?
5. How does God’s wisdom in the cross make all people level?
6. Pray for one another to boast only in the cross of Christ. Ask God to make us less
impressed by eloquent speech and more enthralled with Christ crucified and risen. Thank
him that he chooses what is foolish and weak, and that includes all of us.
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TEXT ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (ESV)
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are
in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
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Week Seven: UNION WITH CHRIST
Romans 6:1-11; Colossians 2:11-15

DAY ONE
1. Read Romans 6:1-11 and Colossians 2:11-15. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 115-117 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 2 (yes, chapter *2*)on John Owen from
Contending for Our All by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/contending-forour-all]

DAY TWO
1. Read Romans 6:1-11 and Colossians 2:11-15. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Remember back to week 4 on the doctrine of sin? We were in Romans 5, in the passage
just preceding our passage this week. Look up Romans 5:12. What did we learn about sin
and death?
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3. Now, in Romans 6:1-3, we learn that when we are baptized into Christ Jesus we are
baptized into his death. How can someone who is already dead because of sin be baptized
into death? What is the difference between the two deaths? Explain.

4. List all the results of the second death of Romans 6:4-8.

5. Is this death something we can do on our own? Whose death are we dying?
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6. Read pages 118-120 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
7. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 2 (yes, chapter *2*)on John Owen from
Contending for Our All by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/contending-forour-all]

DAY THREE
1. Read Romans 6:1-11 and Colossians 2:11-15. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Make note of/mark up the prepositions into/with/in that come before “Christ” or pronouns
referring to Christ in Romans 6:1-11. Meditate on this reality. Write down your thoughts.
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3. Read Colossians 3:1-4. According to verse 3, where are you right now?

4. Look at Romans 6:9-11. If Christ will never die again, what is the implication for those of
us who are in him? How does this change how we live now?

5. Romans 6:11 tells us to “…consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.” This is an adjustment to how we think of ourselves. Why is this important?
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6. Read pages 121-123 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
7. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 2 (yes, chapter *2*)on John Owen from
Contending for Our All by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/contending-forour-all]

DAY FOUR
1. Read Romans 6:1-11 and Colossians 2:11-15. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Romans 6:11-13 turns a corner in the way Paul is talking. What changes?

3. List all the imperatives (commands) from Romans 6:11-13.
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4. Why would our union with Christ lead to Paul commanding us so strongly? Why is it
fitting?

5. Read pages 124-126 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 2 (yes, chapter *2*)on John Owen from
Contending for Our All by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/contending-forour-all]

DAY FIVE
1. Read Romans 6:1-11 and Colossians 2:11-15. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
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2. In Colossians 2:11-15, Paul uses two analogies to show our union with Christ. What are
they? Use your own words to explain the analogies.

3. Who is the one acting in Colossians 2:13-15? List everything he does.

4. As God acts on our behalf, who are we “with” (verse 13) and whom is he working
“in” (verse 15)?
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5. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

6. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?

7. Read pages 127-128 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
8. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 2 (yes, chapter *2*)on John Owen from
Contending for Our All by John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/contending-forour-all]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Seven: UNION WITH CHRIST
1. Have you ever spent time contemplating your union with Christ? Share any new-to-you
insights from this week.
2. According to Colossians 3:1-4, you have been raised with Christ to God’s right hand and
your life is hidden with Christ in God. What implications does this have for you here on
earth?
3. How does changing our thinking by considering or reckoning ourselves “dead to sin and
alive to God” change the way we feel and act? Are you typically one whose mind directs
your emotions and actions or the other way around?
4. On page 117 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, the puritan Richard Sibbes is quoted
saying, “Union is the foundation of communion.” What is the difference between union
with Christ and communion with Christ?
5. As you ponder yourself as in Christ, with Christ, and united to him, have you been
misusing your body as “instruments of unrighteousness”? How can you offer yourself as a
living sacrifice, presenting your members (body) as instruments for righteousness?
6. Pray that sin would have no dominion over you, on the basis of your union with Christ and
his death and resurrection. Ask God for renewed awe at the reality of being “in Christ.”
Thank him for acting on your behalf and uniting you to his Son forever and ever.
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TEXTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF UNION WITH CHRIST

Romans 6:1-11 (ESV)
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For
one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for
all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 2:11-15 (ESV)
In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the
body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in
which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised
him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside,
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him.
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Week Eight: THE SPIRIT
Romans 8:1-17

DAY ONE
1. Read Romans 8:1-17. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 129-131 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on George Herbert from Seeing Beauty
and Saying Beautifully by John Piper. http://www.desiringgod.org/books/seeing-beauty-andsaying-beautifully]

DAY TWO
1. Read Romans 8:1-17. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. In Romans 8:1, Paul says, “There is therefore now no condemnation…” The “therefore”
points back to all Paul has said, but it also points forward to what he says next. According
to Romans 8:2, why is there no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus?
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3. What does “law” mean in Romans 8:2?
law:

4. Look up Romans 7:5-6. What was the old way that we served? What’s the new way?

5. Read pages 132-134 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on George Herbert from Seeing Beauty
and Saying Beautifully by John Piper. http://www.desiringgod.org/books/seeing-beauty-andsaying-beautifully]
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DAY THREE
1. Read Romans 8:1-17. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. According Romans 8:3-4, was the law simply abolished? What happened to it?

3. Paul uses two verbs that are synonyms to describe the believer’s actions in relationship to
the Spirit in Romans 8:4-6? What words does he use? What will the believer do as a result
of living according to the Spirit?
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4. Write down everything we learn about those whose mind is “set on the flesh.”

5. Read pages 135-137 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on George Herbert from Seeing Beauty
and Saying Beautifully by John Piper. http://www.desiringgod.org/books/seeing-beauty-andsaying-beautifully]

DAY FOUR
1. Read Romans 8:1-17. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Paul uses two ways of referring to the Spirit in Romans 8:9. What are they? What is the
implication of using both?
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3. Meditate on Romans 8:11. Consider whose Spirit lives in you and the power that his Spirit
has. Write down your thoughts.

4. What condition is given for life in Romans 8:13? Is this works righteousness? Why or why
not? Use the context to better understand.

5. Read pages 138-140 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on George Herbert from Seeing Beauty
and Saying Beautifully by John Piper. http://www.desiringgod.org/books/seeing-beauty-andsaying-beautifully]
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DAY FIVE
1. Read Romans 8:1-17. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Read Galatians 5:16-26 alongside Romans 8:14. Describe what it means to walk by the
Spirit.

3. What role does the Spirit play in our adoption into God’s family in Romans 8:15-16?

4. What implication does being a child of God have according to Romans 8:17?
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5. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

6. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?

7. Read pages 141-142 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
8. This week read the Introduction and Chapter 1 on George Herbert from Seeing Beauty
and Saying Beautifully by John Piper. http://www.desiringgod.org/books/seeing-beauty-andsaying-beautifully]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Eight: THE SPIRIT
1. How would you describe the Spirit's work in your life?
2. When you consider how we are to respond to the Spirit (walk according to the Spirit, live
according to the Spirit, set our mind on the Spirit), would you say your life is characterized
that way? Why or why not?
3. On page 132 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, William Tyndale is quoted, describing our
problem as “the heart, with all the powers, affections, and appetites, wherewith we can but
sin.” He says the only solution is, “the Spirit, which looseth the heart.” Describe how the
Spirit has loosed your heart from sin.
4. Often, we think of the Spirit’s work as subjective because it’s internal. In what way is the
Spirit’s work objective? How can we tell if what we’re thinking or feeling is in step with the
Spirit?
5. The Spirit of adoption as sons is a precious truth that leads us to consider our status as
heirs with Christ. It also brings us to the reality of suffering being a requisite part of being
Christ’s fellow heirs. Have you suffered with Christ?
6. Pray for the Spirit to be continually setting us free from the influence of sin. Ask God to
help you to put to death the deeds of the body and to walk in step with the Spirit, even as
it causes suffering in our lives. Thank God that we can call him, “Abba, Father!” and that
he has made us children and heirs.
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TEXT ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE SPIRIT
Romans 8:1-17 (ESV)
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's
law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
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Week Nine: THE CHURCH AND PRACTICE
Luke 22:14-20; Matthew 18:15-20
DAY ONE
1. Read Luke 22:14-20 and Matthew 18:15-20. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 143-150 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read the Introduction and Chapters 1-3 from With Calvin in the Theatre of God
edited by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-inthe-theater-of-god]

DAY TWO
1. Read Luke 22:14-20 and Matthew 18:15-20. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Picture the scene in your mind of what’s happening in Luke 22:14-20. Who is with Jesus?
What is his demeanor or tone toward them?
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3. In Luke 22:15-16, what does Jesus predict? Did the disciples understand what he was
predicting?

4. Read Exodus 12:11-13. Describe the significance of the Passover and what was happening
on this night.

5. Read pages 151-156 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapters 1-3 from With Calvin in the Theatre of God
edited by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-inthe-theater-of-god]
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DAY THREE
1. Read Luke 22:14-10 and Matthew 18:15-20. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. In Luke 22:18, what does Jesus mean when he says, “I will not drink of the fruit of the
vine until the kingdom of God comes.”? (Reference Acts 28:28-31; Colossians 1:13) When
does the kingdom of God arrive?

3. Expound on the phrases below from Luke 22:20.
“poured out for you”

“new covenant in my blood”
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4. Much debate has arisen over Jesus’ words, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.” Explain below the significance of his words.

5. Read pages 157-163 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapters 1-3 from With Calvin in the Theatre of God
edited by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-inthe-theater-of-god]

DAY FOUR
1. Read Luke 22:14-20 and Matthew 18:15-20. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. Make a list below of any ways this passage helps to shed
light on the purpose of the Lord’s Supper for the gathered church. Make another list of
how the Corinthians were getting the Lord’s Supper wrong.
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What To Do:

What Not To Do:

3. What’s the first thing you notice about Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 18:15? Who is the
breach between?

4. There is a condition followed by four actions the offended brother is told to take in
Matthew 18:15-17, assuming the offending brother won’t listen. List the condition,
followed by the four actions the offended brother is to take.
Condition:
1-

2-
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3-

4-

5. Read pages 164-171 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read the Introduction and Chapters 1-3 from With Calvin in the Theatre of God
edited by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-inthe-theater-of-god]

DAY FIVE
1. Read Luke 22:14-20 and Matthew 18:15-20. Take the time to read the preceding and
surrounding verses so that you understand the context.
2. In the final step of confronting an offending brother, Jesus says to “let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector.” What does he mean by that, considering the context?
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3. In Matthew 18:18, to whom does Jesus give the authority of loosing and binding?

4. Read the promises of Matthew 18:19-20. These verses are often taken out of context.
Explain what you think they mean in light of all Jesus has just said.

5. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?
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6. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?

7. Read pages 172-179 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
8. This week read the Introduction and Chapters 1-3 from With Calvin in the Theatre of God
edited by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-inthe-theater-of-god]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Nine: THE CHURCH AND PRACTICE
1. Is the Lord’s Supper something you are eager about? Afraid of? Indifferent to?
2. Have you ever studied the Lord’s Supper before? What is most important thing you
learned?
3. On page 158 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, it says, “…it is helpful to think of the
sacraments as embodied promises. Their validity lies in the one who makes the promises.”
Why is this an important distinction?
4. Church discipline can be a difficult subject. Has your perception of church discipline been
positive or negative? Is this because of your experiences or based on what God’s Word says
about it?
5. Why is church discipline loving? How can you lovingly and humbly participate in this vital
part of the church’s responsibility?
6. Pray for one another to be eager to come to the Lord’s table with his people. Ask God to
turn concrete facts and concrete materials (juice and crackers) into a solid assurance of
God’s salvation as you remember all he’s done. Praise God for the kindness of church
discipline and ask him to give you wisdom as you participate in the church’s God-given
role of binding and loosing.
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TEXTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF CHURCH AND PRACTICE

Luke 22:14-20 (ESV)
And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them,
“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread,
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten,
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. (ESV)

Matthew 18:15-20 (ESV)
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he
listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others
along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for
them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I
among them.”
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Week Ten: EVERYDAY LIFE
1 Peter 2:1-12
DAY ONE
1. Read 1 Peter 2:1-12. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Using colored pencils or markers, mark any key words or phrases in the passages.
3. Read pages 181-185 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
4. This week read Chapters 4-6 and Appendixes from With Calvin in the Theatre of God edited
by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-in-thetheater-of-god]

DAY TWO
1. Read 1 Peter 2:1-12. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. In Peter 2:1, Peter uses the word “all” three times. What point is he making?
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3. What is the prerequisite for longing for pure spiritual milk and growing up into salvation
according to 1 Peter 2:3? Why is this good news?

4. Make a list of all the words that describe Jesus and all the words that describe us in 1 Peter
2:4-11.
Jesus

Believers
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5. Read pages 186-189 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapters 4-6 and Appendixes from With Calvin in the Theatre of God edited
by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-in-thetheater-of-god]

DAY THREE
1. Read 1 Peter 2:1-12. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. 1 Peter 2:5 says we are, “to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Christ
Jesus.” What is the key phrase? Why?

3. Read Hebrews 13:15-16. What two words does verse 15 begin with? Why is that important?
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4. According to 1 Peter 2:8, why do people stumble over Christ?

5. Read pages 190-192 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapters 4-6 and Appendixes from With Calvin in the Theatre of God edited
by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-in-thetheater-of-god]

DAY FOUR
1. Read 1 Peter 2:1-12. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Read Deuteronomy 10:15. What did we do to become, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, people for his own possession…” in verse 9? Why does God love us?
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3. What is the point of being “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people for his
own possession…” in verse 9?

4. 1 Peter 2:10 reminds us what we were and what we now are. Reflect on who you were
before God’s grace and mercy reached you, or who you would be without him. Write down
your thought and thankfulness to the Lord.
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5. Read pages 193-195 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
6. This week read Chapters 4-6 and Appendixes from With Calvin in the Theatre of God edited
by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-in-thetheater-of-god]

DAY FIVE
1. Read 1 Peter 2:1-12. Take the time to read the preceding and surrounding verses so that
you understand the context.
2. Why does Peter shift to reminding us of a different part of our identity as Christians, that
of “sojourners and exiles”? How does it relate to what he’s commanding us to do?

3. Peter makes two helpful assumptions in verses 11 and 12. Can you find the two
assumptions? Write them down along with why they’re so helpful.
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4. Write down any questions you still have from this week. What is confusing or hard to
understand?

5. What has God taught you about Himself from this week’s passage that you didn’t know
before or had forgotten?

6. Read pages 196-199 in Why The Reformation Still Matters by Reeves and Chester.
For Further Study
7. This week read Chapters 4-6 and Appendixes from With Calvin in the Theatre of God edited
by David Mathis and John Piper. [http://www.desiringgod.org/books/with-calvin-in-thetheater-of-god]
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Small Group Discussion
Week Ten: EVERYDAY LIFE
1. When you consider the fact that God chose you and saved you through Christ, how does
that reality impact your everyday life? Are there any areas of your life that seem untouched
by the realities of the Gospel?
2. Are you trying to offer sacrifices to God apart from Jesus Christ?
3. How can you bring the realities of justification, sin, grace, union with Christ, the Spirit,
and the church, as understood in God’s Word, more fully to bear on your everyday life?
4. On page 212 of Why the Reformation Still Matters, Calvin is quoted saying, “For until men
recognize that they owe everything to God, that they are nourished by his fatherly care,
that he is the Author of their every good, that they should seek nothing beyond him—they
will never yield him willing service. Nay, unless they establish their complete happiness in
him, they will never give themselves truly and sincerely to him.” Is your complete
happiness in God?
5. Share your most important take away from this study. What can you do to remember this?
6. Pray for one another’s lives to fully reflect the reality of the transforming salvation that
you’ve received through Christ. Ask God to help you to live like what you already are: holy
and His. Ask God to protect you from hypocrisy and works righteousness. Thank him for
his continual mercy and kindness to us, his people.
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TEXT ON THE DOCTRINE OF EVERYDAY LIFE
1 Peter 2:1-12 (ESV)
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like newborn
infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good. As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but
in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from
the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
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Appendices: REFORMATION BIBLIOGRAPHY
Reformation Doctrine
Barrett, Matthew. God’s Word Alone—the Authority of Scripture: What the Reformers Taught and
Why It Still Matters. Zondervan, 2016. This is part of a series called The Five Solas. The other
four are in this list.
Barrett, Matthew, editor. Reformation Theology: a Systematic Summary. Crossway, 2017.
Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. Translated by Henry Beveridge, Eerdmans, 1983.
Calvin’s incredible, gigantic work. I’ve only read short portions, but hope to get to more of it.
George, Timothy. Theology of the Reformers. B&H Publishing Group, 2013.
George, Timothy. Reading Scripture With the Reformers. InterVarsity Press, 2011. This book was
incalculably valuable to me. Marked up every page—full of interesting and important details
written in such a way that made me worship the Lord.
Luther, Martin. The Bondage of the Will. Translated by J. I. Packer and O. R. Johnston, Baker
Academic, 2012. This sharp-tongued masterpiece cuts to the quick. This is Luther’s response
to Erasmus’s The Freedom of the Will. Luther had great respect for Erasmus, especially since it
was Erasmus that published the first Greek NT. Yet that respect eroded over time as Erasmus
refused to take a stand against the Catholic church.
Luther, Martin. The Freedom of a Christian. Edited by Mark D. Tranvik, Fortress Press, 2008.
Less polemical than his The Bondage of the Will, but no less poignant.
Luther, Martin. Martin Luther: Selections from His Writings. Edited by John Dillenberger, Anchor
Books, 2004. I loved the wide array of selections in this, from Luther’s open letter to the pope
to his commentaries and sermons to his appeal to the ruling class and much more.
Parker, T. H. L., and John Piper. Portrait of Calvin. Desiring God, 2008. This book was originally
printed in the 1950s and was reprinted by DG. It’s available as a free PDF on their website.
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Reeves, Michael. The Unquenchable Flame: Introducing the Reformation. InterVarsity Press, 2009.
This was one of the first things I read as I started preparing, because the title grabbed me. It
was worth it. Entry level, but packed with helpful, solid, historical, yet devotional material.
Reeves, Michael. Freedom Movement: 500 Years of Reformation. Cruciform Press, 2017. Available
for free at DG “this small but powerful resource enables you to capture the historical moment
effectively to carry on the work of Reformation: to get the story of the gospel
to world.” Buy 10 or 50 copies to give away! A compelling book for evangelism.
Schreiner, Thomas R. Faith Alone-- the Doctrine of Justification: What the Reformers Taught ...and
Why It Matters. Zondervan, 2015. This is part of the Five Solas Series. Incidentally, this author
was one of Pastor Jason’s main profs in seminary. Now you know where he learned so much
about justification!
Trueman, Carl R. Grace Alone: Salvation as a Gift of God, What the Reformer's Taught and Why It
Still Matters. Zondervan, 2017. The Five Solas Series.
Trueman, Carl R. Luther on the Christian Life: Cross and Freedom. Crossway, 2015. Trueman writes
like someone who’s had a beer or two with Luther. Can I say that? He knows the man.
Trueman, Carl R. [https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2017/02/17/take-an-entirelyfree-video-course-with-carl-trueman-on-the-reformation/] A full (FREE!) series of seminary
lectures on the reformation by one of the best.
VanDrunen, David. God's Glory Alone: the Majestic Heart of Christian Faith and Life: What the
Reformers Taught ... and Why It Still Matters. Zondervan, 2015. The Five Solas Series.
Wellum, Stephen J. Christ Alone-- the Uniqueness of Jesus as Savior: What the Reformers Taught ...
and Why It Still Matters. Zondervan, 2017. The Five Solas Series.
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Appendices: BIBLE STUDY RESOURCES
Reformation Doctrine
biblearc.com. This study tool can teach you how to “arc” a passage of Scripture, which is a tool
used by Bethlehem College and Seminary students. They have a new tool called “phrasing”
that I find helpful and easier to understand than arcing. Phrasing breaks apart the
propositions of the passage and subordinates them by indenting so that you can see the flow
of the author’s thought most clearly.
biblegateway.com. There are great free audio resources here—the entire ESV read by Max
McLean, along with other translations.

biblehub.com. This is great free site with access to dozens of translations, including the
original Greek. You can see the direct translation/transliteration from the Greek to English, or
a lexicon of the NASB, side by side with the Greek, including word meanings. It also has
commentaries (including Puritan writer, Matthew Henry’s commentary).
biblestudytools.com. This has various tools and helps for Bible study.
blueletterbible.org. This is another free site, similar to biblehub. This site is cleaner to look at
with many of the same tools as biblehub.

precept.org. This is Kay Arthur’s inductive study website. It explains inductive study and also
shows how to mark up your text with symbols.
risenmotherhood.com/equipping. This resource was put together by young moms with moms
in mind, but it is an awesome resource for anyone. Free printables to aid your Bible reading.
Wilkin, Jen. Women of the Word. This is a wonderful book that hits the basics of why we study
the Bible and how to study the Bible. I highly recommend it.
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Appendices: “HOW TO PRAY USING SCRIPTURE” 1
By Kevin DeYoung
“Sometimes it’s the simplest things that make the biggest difference. For many years I’ve used
the 3 R’s I learned from Ben Patterson to pray through Scripture. This simple tool has helped
me pray the Bible more than any other single strategy. I’ve used in my devotional times and
have employed it often in leading others in prayer.

1. Rejoice
2. Repent
3. Request

With every verse in the Bible we can do one (or more likely, all three) of these things. We can
rejoice and thank God for his character and blessings. We can repent of our mistakes and sins.
We can request new mercies and help.

Right now I just flipped opened my Bible and landed at Psalm 104. Verse 1 says “Bless the
Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great! You are clothed with splendor and
majesty.” How might you pray through this verse? Well, at first blush you might see nothing
more to do than praise God. “Dear Lord, you are very great. You are clothed with splendor and
majesty. Amen.” But try that again with the 3 R’s.

Rejoice – O Lord, you have richly blessed me more than I deserve. What a privilege that I can
call you my God. Thank you for making me a little lower than the angels and crowing me with
glory and honor too.

1

DeYoung, Kevin. http://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/2013/01/04/how-to-pray-using-scripture/
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Repent – Forgive me for being blind to your splendor and majesty. Though you are very great,
my circumstances and disappointments often feel greater. I’m sorry for being so ungrateful
and taking your blessings for granted.

Request – Give me eyes to see as you are. Tune my heart to sing your praise. Help me see your
glory in the world you’ve created, in the people around me, and in the face of Christ.

Obviously, some verses lend themselves to prayer more easily than others. The Psalms are
particularly prayer-worthy. But with the simple strategy of Rejoice, Repent, Request there
shouldn’t be a verse in the Bible that can’t be used as a prompt to pray.
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